Date

Mr. I. M. Patriot

President and CEO

ABC Company

1234 Main Street

Anywhere, USA

Dear Mr. Patriot/Prospective Community Affiliate:

We invite you to join the Navy League of the United States and help support the young American warriors in the Sea Services deployed around the world.

America is a maritime nation, relying on sea borne commerce for many of our daily needs.  As a maritime nation we must have unlimited access to the sea lanes of the world to protect our freedom and sustain our economy.  Our future depends on the strength of our sea services – Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and US-flag Merchant Marine.  As events of recent years have demonstrated, the Navy-Marine Corps team - Navy Battle Groups and Marine Corps Amphibious Ready Groups, represent the most flexible, mobile and responsive forces available to our Commander-in-Chief, and constitute the best use of limited defense funds.  The Coast Guard plays a critical role in Homeland Security – keeping our ports and waterways open, secure and terror free.  Our U.S-flag Merchant Marine provides logistics support to our widely deployed sea service resources.  

The Navy League exists to support the sea services and fulfill our four main goals:

1. Educate the American people and our nation’s leaders - Congress, local government officials, businesses, schools and the public - regarding the need for strong sea services and their importance to America’s future.

2. Provide direct support to the young men and women of the sea services as they fight the War on Terrorism.

3. Provide assistance to the families of our sea service warriors as they await the safe return of their loved ones.

4. Support youth programs that build the character and values of the future leaders and warriors of our nation, as well as improve their opportunity to succeed in life.

As a Community Affiliate member you will be supporting the many programs listed in the attachment to this letter.  We can do much more, but we need your help.  For just $400 annually (only $33.33 per month), your company can become a Community Affiliate member and be recognized locally for your involvement in supporting our sea services personnel.  The many advantages of Community Affiliate membership are listed in the attachment.  Your $400 tax-deductible membership can have a significant return on investment for your company.  A representative of our membership team will contact you soon to answer any questions you may have.  Please review the attachment and do your business and our sea services a BIG favor by joining today.  Our young men and women in uniform will thank you!

Respectfully,

Vice President of Membership

Historical Background

In 1902, a small group of business owners and Navy supporters gathered in New York City to form a patriotic organization dedicated to the maintenance of our nation’s maritime strength.  They sought to develop an independent organization, beholden to no one, which could speak in support of the Navy and educate the American people on significant maritime issues impacting on our nation’s security and prosperity.  President Theodore Roosevelt believed in the formation of a Navy League so strongly that he contributed his Nobel Peace Prize award of $500 toward the cost of starting the Navy League and keeping it going.  

Today, the Navy League is engaged in carrying out a variety of programs to inform and educate all our citizens - including our elected officials - on the importance of sea power. The Navy League is equally involved in the support of the men and women of our Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, U.S.- flag Merchant Marine, and their families.  Membership in the Navy League is open to all Americans not on active duty in the U.S. military.

The Navy League’s youth programs are an integral part of our efforts.  The U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps is a national program providing recreation and maritime training for over 10,000 boys and girls, ages 11 through 17.  This program endeavors to instill in these youth the principals of seamanship, patriotism, and good citizenship while fostering a sense of duty, discipline, self-esteem, and respect for others.

The work of the Navy League is accomplished through a national Headquarters staff and more than 250 local councils worldwide.  The Navy League has 71,000 individual members, 150 corporate members, and over 300 Community Affiliate members.

Community Affiliate Membership

Community Affiliate membership demonstrates a company’s involvement with a local council and a desire to support and advance the mission and goals of the Navy League.  Community Affiliate membership is designed for companies whose business is primarily local; corporate membership is for larger businesses that are national in scope.  Community Affiliate membership also demonstrates your support of local young people through our youth programs and scholarships.

Community Affiliate membership includes the designation of four (4) individual members chosen by the business leader.  These designated members enjoy all the privileges of individual membership, including the right to vote and hold office.

Council activities may include VIP tours of military installations and ships, a wide variety of social events, activities involving our youth groups, and the opportunity to meet, recognize and thank members of the sea services.  Council members work together to support local interests and to promote maritime issues of national importance.

Benefits:

Community Affiliate Membership Plaque: Community Affiliate members receive a handsome and suitably engraved plaque proclaiming their support of our maritime services.  A Community Affiliate member decal is also included for prominent display at the place of business.

Sea Power Magazine: Community Affiliate members receive eleven issues of the Navy League’s outstanding magazine Sea Power and The Almanac of Seapower annually.  Each issue contains authoritative, in-depth articles on vital issues that face our sea services - the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marines.

The Almanac of Seapower:  The January issue of Sea Power magazine is The Almanac of Seapower, a 300-page compendium of photographs, facts, figures, and special reports on the status of our maritime forces.  A valuable reference book today, the Almanac is a collector’s item for the future.

The Navy Leaguer: The Navy Leaguer is a quarterly publication dedicated to reporting on council activities and recognizing local council and Community Affiliate achievements. 
Community and National Recognition: Community Affiliate members belong to one of the most active and widely respected associations in the world.  We are “Citizens in Support of the Sea Services”!  Many members consider the recognition conferred by Navy League membership to be their most important benefit.

Recognition at council functions:  Community Affiliate members are often recognized for their support at council functions.

Recognition in council communications:  Community Affiliate members are often listed in council newsletters and on council websites.  Feature articles on the business interests of a Community Affiliate member are often published when they join the Navy League and when they distinguish themselves in support of sea service personnel.  Community Affiliate members may also provide direct links between the council website and their business website.

Networking opportunities:  Some council events are held periodically for the express purpose of allowing the Community Affiliate members and the local council members to get to know each other and seek business opportunities…i.e. network.  Sea service leaders may be invited to these events to expand the networking opportunity.

Ship rider opportunities:  The Navy and Coast Guard periodically offer ship rides to Navy League members, which includes Community Affiliate members.

Invitations to special events:  Local councils schedule regular meetings and special events.  Knowledgeable speakers often address maritime and defense issues at these council meetings and events.  Councils often organize welcome home ceremonies for sea service units returning from deployment and/or the war.  Special events also include recognizing and honoring outstanding accomplishment by the young men and women of the sea services, our youth groups and our sea service recruiters.  Community Affiliate members have the opportunity to sponsor many of these awards and personally present the award.  Community Affiliate members are invited to all council activities.

Member-to-member discounts:  National member discounts are provided to all individual members.  In addition, local Community Affiliate members often provide member discounts to Navy Leaguers in their community.

The four (4) selected members designated by your company receive:


National Navy League membership pin


National Navy League membership card


11 issues of Sea Power magazine & The Almanac of Seapower

All Navy League member benefits and discounts
Membership in the local council with full privileges

What does the local council receive?

New members with new ideas and enthusiasm

Support and sponsorship for our youth groups, adopted sea service units, special programs and events

Rebates from your membership dues that are used to fund council activities and events locally
